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to the Greek throne). He recommends that Greece prefer French 
policy to that of the English, who consider sentiment a weakness, and 
play a close and able game (p. 223). 

M. Driault still believes that the capture of Constantinople in 1453 
was a principal factor in the Italian Renaissance (p. 103), and that the 
Turks closed the roads to Asia, and brought about the great discoveries 
(p. 56). He crowds the facts somewhat in saying that during the 
Fanariot period the Turkish administration was " almost absolutely in 
the hands of the Greeks" (p. 102). The claim is interesting that 
whereas Napoleon I. "liberated" Poland and Italy, he would have 
liberated Serbia and Greece also except for " circumtances " (p. 88). 
Peculiarly French is the contrast of Napoleon's treatment of Mme. 
Walewska with William II. 's treatment of Miss Cavell (p. 91). Lack 
of knowledge is shown in jeering at the Bulgarian claim to Macedonia 
on nationalistic grounds (pp. 146, 192). Few still hold the narrow view 
that the Great War had " all its origins in the worldwide and especially 
the Near Eastern ambitions of William II." (p. 167). 

Albert Howe Lybyer. 

Modern China: a Political Study. By Sih-Gung Cheng, M.A., 
B.Sc, Fellow of the Royal Economic Society. (Oxford: Claren- 
don Press. 1919. Pp. vii, 380. $3.75.) 

To present in a single small volume a suggestive account of the origin 
and present problems of the new Republic of China is a difficult task; 
but Dr. Cheng has accomplished it with a high degree of success. 
The earlier pages, which deal chiefly with the Chinese constitution, are 
of very great interest, as they show us a keen Oriental mind, thoroughly 
informed as regards the history of cabinet government, seeking to fit 
that delicate machinery to conditions equally familiar to him, but little 
understood by the average Western student of history and politics. 
In all of his suggestions Dr. Cheng wisely insists that the Chinese 
reformers and modernizers should build upon Chinese foundations in so 
far as that is possible. His aim is a successful Chinese republic, not 
an imitation of Western republics. He believes that the federation of 
the Chinese provinces, and the centralization of military control offer 
the most promising way out of the chaos which has resulted under 
"the present day nominal centralization"; and he makes a convincing 
argument in favor of his thesis. 

The disturbing factor of the present day — the military governors 
of the provinces — as Dr. Cheng points out, date only from the revolu- 
tion of 191 1, which is still in progress. These " Tuchuns (military 
governors), with the armed force at their command" he says, "have 
always overwhelmed their civil colleagues. ... If China is to be saved 
from the danger of internal disruption . . . she must centralize the 
administration of her army." It is almost needless to add that every 
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competent Western observer will agree with this suggestion. If China 
is to face her future, whether in the field of domestic or foreign affairs, 
with a fair chance of success, the Tuchuns must go. 

It is difficult for a Chinese to realize the complete ignorance of 
Europe and America concerning things Chinese, and it is doubtless for 
this reason that Dr. Cheng touches so disappointingly lightly upon the 
greatest and most encouraging feature of Chinese political history, 
namely, her ancient and successful local self-government by a gentry 
chosen by a mysterious process of natural selection, and in no sense 
a social caste or hereditary nobility. " What they have done is to de- 
velop self-government in their municipal districts ", he says, on page 
8; and he later adds the statement that these officers have been enabled 
"to exercise their powers for many long centuries, without a single 
instance in which their authority was questioned". 

What we of the West have not done is "to develop self-government 
in . . . municipal districts " ; and it would do us good to read a detailed 
description of this ancient achievement of which even the average 
Western scholar knows nothing. China's future, and that of every 
younger nation, will depend largely upon the success with which the 
problem of municipal government is handled. We therefore regret the 
fact that Dr. Cheng has devoted only four of his 380 pages to this most 
important feature of Chinese political history. 

In part II. Dr. Cheng gives a brief but comprehensive sketch of 
Chinese foreign relations for the modest period of twenty-two centuries, 
and treats somewhat in detail great current- problems, like exterri- 
toriality, tariff administration, foreign investments, Shantung, Chinese 
labor, the ascendancy of Japan in the Far East, and the Eastern policy 
of the United States. His accounts of those Western contacts which 
slowly caused China, " for the first time in four thousand years of won- 
derful and sensational history", to discard "the idea that she was the 
only civilized country on the earth " are clear and conspicuously free 
from prejudice or provincialism. He sees the crimes and the mistakes 
of China quite as clearly, and states them quite as frankly, as those of 
other countries. Not content with merely stating problems, he also ven- 
tures upon very specific suggestions as to their solution, and pjaces 
the chief responsibility for solution where it properly belongs, upon the 
Chinese themselves. His book, therefore, promises to be of unusual 
value, for it will help his fellow republicans in China to understand the 
delicate machinery with which they are dealing; and it will also help 
his fellow republicans of the West to understand the very able people 
with whom, under modern conditions, they must deal, and to have 
patience with their inevitable mistakes. 

Robert M. McElroy. 



